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that "Austria had in mind a complete partition of Serbia."
Berchtold had carefully avoided saying anything of this in
the missives which Szogyeny was to present to the Kaiser.
When Hoyos returned to Vienna and reported what he had
said to Zimmermann about partitioning Serbia, his remarks
were promptly disavowed: "Berchtold, and especially Tisza,
want it expressly emphasized that Hoyos was uttering
merely a purely personal opinion." 50
Such were the views of the three leading Berlin officials
at the moment Germany had to make her decision on July
5 and 6. It would be a mistake to exaggerate the divergence
of attitudes, but it helps to explain the way in which the
"blank check" was given at Berlin, and the way it was in-
terpreted and used at Vienna. During the following days
the Kaiser was absent on his northern cruise and Bethmann
was on his estate at Hohenfinow, so that they exerted little
influence on the course of affairs. This left the German
Foreign Office in charge of Zimmermann, and then of Jagow
who returned to Berlin and took up again his duties as
Secretary of State soon after the departure of Hoyos on
July 6. Jagow, though in general agreement with Zimmer-
mann, soon began to adopt a more cautious, attitude. He
forwarded some good advice to Vienna—which Berchtold
disregarded. In order to find out where the Austrian path
\yas leading, he began to offer advice and ask questions—
which Berchtold did not answer fully and frankly.51
Thus the Kaiser and his advisers, influenced by the
soTschirschky to German Foreign Office, July 7, 3:25 P. M.; Kb.,
18; cf. also 61 and 361. Evidently the Kaiser was unaware on Sunday
afternoon of this reckless talk of Hoyos, which probably took place on
Monday morning after he had left for Kiel. This explains why this
passage relating to the Hoyos incident was cut out from Tschirschky's
despatch when it was forwarded by Jagow for the Kaiser's perusal; K.D.,
note 2.
6i Cf. Jagow's despatches, July 9-18; K.D., 23, 31, 33, 36, 39, 46,
61, 67-70, 72; and the information gathered from Zimmermann and Jagow
by the Bavarian Legation in Berlin, in Dirr, pp. 4-13, 123-129.

